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Mr Donoughue - now Lord Donoughue - wanted to
focus on the Tories' promise to make public sector cuts.
. . 1 1
Labour must show either that [the Conservatives] have Most popular now. in detal
"no policies to achieve those objectives or where they
have policies, they are bad and frightening", he said.

Mr Callaghan was advised that a "good theme" for him to
talk about was: "No easy answers or simple solutions" to
Britain's problems.

The note also suggested he should accuse Mrs Thatcher
of lacking experience, using the argument: "Our top team
is better than hers."

'No family'

While celebrity campaign endorsements might be more
commonly associated with the 21st century or politics
across the Atlantic, Mr Donoughue thought the right
"public figures" could be very useful.

He suggested that outspoken Clough, who managed
Derby County, Leeds United and Nottingham Forest, and
Proops - the Daily Mirror's then agony aunt - would both
be suitable backers for Labour.

Wondering aloud how the party could attract young
voters, he wrote: "This is always difficult (Elton John
would help here)". But he added the flamboyant singer's
"complicated image" should also be considered.

Finally, Mr Donoughue
noted that Mr Callaghan's
best asset was something
much more simple.

He wrote: "I still think your
wife, children and

: : Jim Callaghan eventually lost to Margaret
grandchildren can win us Thatcher it May 1970

more votes than most of the
paragraphs in the manifesto.
"Mrs Thatcher does not appear to have a family."
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It certainly appears that Mr Callaghan needed some
encouragement, as the transcript of a conversation

between him and the Maltese prime minister Dom

Mintoff on 6 March 1979 - shows.

The two men talked about a possible visit by the British
politician to Malta in May or June, but a melancholy Mr
Callaghan said: "I might not be prime minister then.

'

"There comes a limit to what you can do, you know.'

And he added: "We're living week to week, Dom."
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