
Advisers hoped celebrities would boost Jim
Callaghan's image

 Mrs Thatcher does not appear to
have a family 
Bernard Donoughue
Adviser to Jim Callaghan
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Labour 'considered Elton John in 1979 Thatcher
fight'
An agony aunt, a football
manager and a
"complicated" pop star
were all seen as potential
allies to help Labour try to
defeat Margaret Thatcher
in 1979.

National Archive files show advisers wanted prime
minister Jim Callaghan to appear on TV with celebrities.

"Brian Clough and Marjorie Proops are possibles. (Elton
John is said to be Labour, but has a complicated image)",
the briefing document says.

Labour eventually lost the election, leading to 18 years
of Tory government.

'Attack!'

The revelations are contained in a series of documents
from 1979 which have been released by the National
Archives.

They give an insight into the last days of the Callaghan
government and the first days of Mrs Thatcher's new
regime.

In the run-up to the election, Labour was far behind in
the polls, so when formal campaigning began in April,
the party was desperate to find anything that could boost
Mr Callaghan's flagging image.

Senior policy adviser Bernard Donoughue wrote a
briefing note to the prime minister, telling him "not to be

disheartened by the latest polls".

Under the heading, "Style of
campaign", he wrote:
"Attack! Starting so far
behind, we must attack,
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Special relationship under strain

Jim Callaghan eventually lost to Margaret
Thatcher in May 1979

behaving like an
Opposition".

Mr Donoughue - now Lord Donoughue - wanted to
focus on the Tories' promise to make public sector cuts.

Labour must show either that [the Conservatives] have
"no policies to achieve those objectives or where they
have policies, they are bad and frightening", he said.

Mr Callaghan was advised that a "good theme" for him to
talk about was: "No easy answers or simple solutions" to
Britain's problems.

The note also suggested he should accuse Mrs Thatcher
of lacking experience, using the argument: "Our top team
is better than hers."

'No family'

While celebrity campaign endorsements might be more
commonly associated with the 21st century or politics
across the Atlantic, Mr Donoughue thought the right
"public figures" could be very useful.

He suggested that outspoken Clough, who managed
Derby County, Leeds United and Nottingham Forest, and
Proops - the Daily Mirror's then agony aunt - would both
be suitable backers for Labour.

Wondering aloud how the party could attract young
voters, he wrote: "This is always difficult (Elton John
would help here)". But he added the flamboyant singer's
"complicated image" should also be considered.

Finally, Mr Donoughue
noted that Mr Callaghan's
best asset was something
much more simple.

He wrote: "I still think your
wife, children and
grandchildren can win us
more votes than most of the
paragraphs in the manifesto.

"Mrs Thatcher does not appear to have a family."
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It certainly appears that Mr Callaghan needed some
encouragement, as the transcript of a conversation
between him and the Maltese prime minister Dom
Mintoff on 6 March 1979 - shows.

The two men talked about a possible visit by the British
politician to Malta in May or June, but a melancholy Mr
Callaghan said: "I might not be prime minister then.

"There comes a limit to what you can do, you know."

And he added: "We're living week to week, Dom."

Bookmark with:

Delicious
Digg
reddit
Facebook
StumbleUpon

What are these?

E-mail this to a friend Printable version

Print Sponsor

FEATURES, VIEWS, ANALYSIS

Ghost town 
Has China's housing
bubble burst?

The guerilla plant 
How the world's
oldest clove tree
defied an empire

Walking away 
Why Royal Ballet
principal Sergei
Polunin quit

Most Popular Now

Traffic to this site is currently 32% below normal

File: 2009 12 30_BBC_Labour considered Elton John in 1979 Thatcher fight.pdf
URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8417665.stm

http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8417665.stm&title=Labour%20'stars'%20to%20fight%20Thatcher
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8417665.stm&title=Labour%20'stars'%20to%20fight%20Thatcher
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8417665.stm&title=Labour%20'stars'%20to%20fight%20Thatcher
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8417665.stm
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8417665.stm&title=Labour%20'stars'%20to%20fight%20Thatcher
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/6915817.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8417665.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8417665.stm?ad=1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17390729
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17390729
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18551857
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18551857
file:///1/hi/programmes/newsnight/9705123.stm
file:///1/hi/programmes/newsnight/9705123.stm
file:///1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm?lsf2
file:///1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8417665.stm


Skip to top

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

E-mail news
Mobiles
Widgets & Alerts
News feeds
Interactive TV
Podcasts

 

File: 2009 12 30_BBC_Labour considered Elton John in 1979 Thatcher fight.pdf
URL: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8417665.stm

http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/email/news
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/6207366.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/4735697.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/3223484.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/5092618.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/podcasts/directory/genre/newscurrentaffairs/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8417665.stm

